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~ create the
ideal landscape

LAY A PERFECT PATIO @&

ADD A GARDEN GATE
BUILD A SIMPLE DECK

@l BEAT SUMMER DROUGHT
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hile garden gates can display a
whimsical charm, putting one up properly is serious busi-
ness. Just ask Rick and Paula Coven, who had to juggle
issues of aesthetics and practicality when they added four
entry gates around their hillside property overlooking San
Francisco Bay. First and foremost, the homeowners want-
ed to create an inviting threshold between their gardens

i

A handsome entry hints at the beauty beyond

A grace note in the
garden, these cottage-
style gates made of
enduring western red
cedar serve both a
practical and a dec-
orative purpose. Their
sturdy stile-and-rail
construction guardin-
tees they won’t sag.

Garden Gate

and the outside world. But the gates also had to keep
wildlife from pillaging their prized roses and dahlias.
Finding a style that would meet their needs was the
first step in the planning process. While low-slung, airy
gates have a welcoming quality, they provide no real pro-
tection. High, solid-paneled gates, on the other hand, are
secure but forbidding. Often, adjoining fence elements
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provide vseful design clues, A brick wall, for instance, will be  fencing that enclosed the lawnin hack,

better served by an arnate wrowght-iron gate than by rostic splic Custam=built by Charles Prowell {(who collaborated witl Me-
rails. In this case, landscape designer Broce McCrea felr an ¢l-  Crea on the design), the wood gates stand 73 feer tall, with a 13-
epant cottage-atyle gate would suic both the formal coonyard  inch ground dearance—harnier enoagh o fend off the areas deer
garden n fromi of the house and the vine-covered welded-wire  mccoons, and other rooblesome pests. But the open spandles and




elliptical eenterpiece entice visitnrs with o glimpse of the garden beyone,
dAnd at 4 feer wide, each casily acoomunndates a wheslbarrow, The four
ggates are alin in seale with their surroundings. = The strong, geomet-
ric design complements the lines of the Covens® handsome clap-
board home,” says Prowell.

Latven the beavy use a gate must withstand—swinging open and shut
thousands of Hmer—ound construction is crstical, Qualicy juls start
with a stable, decay-resistant mareral, such ai redwood, cedar, or cy-
press. (Meal gares, though rest-peane, have the advantage of never rot-
ting.} Prowell prefers clear western red cedar [or its price, and toeats
it with n weatherprooting clenr sealant oran oil-based semitransparent
staise, Fhis gates (more of Prowell’s stvles can be found on page 36)
are stile-and rail construcrion and 1ypically hang on sturdy steel bt
hinges, dipped in hindced oil and Eeesweax 1o prevent corrosinn, = The
fates are guaranteed never to sap,” says Privwell, and w0 far none bhave.

O course, that kind of quality assurance docinT eome cheap—Piow-
ell’s piates stare ar about S800—but the homeownerm fecl the expense
1% justified. “We'lve worked hard to make owr gardens isviting spaces in
which to entertuin frecinds and lec our childeen play,™ savs Rick Coven.
“Sinee the gates provide a passage ingo that world, we wanted them
oo be built to lst.” &

G N

GUARDING AGAINST GATE SAG
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H the gate is o garden's welcoma gesture, a sagging
one In equivalent to a limp handshake. Ensuring that

a sturdy gale won"t ok, or pull out of sgusr, starts

with & sound bracing system. Prowell's type of stile-
and-rall construction with mortice-and=tenon jalnary
works besi. Zimply bullt box-frame gatos, on the
other hand, require & diagonsl wood brace. In order
‘te transmit the force of gravity to the strongont part
of the gate, the brace (often & 2xd) must run from
the top of the tatsh post to the bottom of the hinge
post (Tork A threaded rod o wiro with tumbacklo b8
afso effective, sapechaily In rescuing gates that have
alrendy started to rach. Becauno the aystom works
by tenslon instead of compressien; the rod or wire
rung in the opposite direction of a waod braga
f{amove]; tightening the turnbucklo pulls up the
bottom, free-swinging comer.

A gate also necds o sturdy hings post, with at
toaxt onn third of iio lotal lengih set In gravel lopped
with concrete. Fllmay hinges orm angther comman
enuge of fallure, 50 invest In heavy-duty hordware
that's hot-dipped galvanized to reslst rust. Strap
hinges are often used on wider gates because their
long plates help distributo the foad. 18 the fastonors
in your prepackaged kit are undersize, roplace them
with aininlous steal soraws that will anchor deap
Into the hings peat.
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